=
2025$6H"5’ Watanabe Academy Gakugeidaigaku
Watanabe Academy Senzoku
Watanabe Academy Boston
http://watanabe-academy.com

Santa Monica

The elevator to success is out of order.
You’ll have to use the stairs, one step at a time.
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GET TO KNOW

NICOE

Q1:Could you tell us a bit about yourself?

Hello! My name is Nico and | am a PHD student at Sophia
University. | am in the Global Studies program. My research now
is about Philippine Specialty Coffee. Before coming to Japan, |
was a junior high school teacher in the Philippines; | taught
Social Studies.

Q2:What brings you to Japan, and what is your main
purpose here?

I've always been interested in studying food and culture.
Food studies research is very advanced in Japan and
there are many experts. | wanted to learn from them and
apply what | learned to study my country’s own food
culture.

Q3:Do you have any tips or advice for our students
on improving their English skills?

| usually share three rules to students especially

for speaking:

1) Shy-shy, bye bye! - The best way to learn is to do. But
many students always worry too much about what other
people will think when they use their English that they
can't even say one word. That’s why | tell students, shy,
shy bye-bye! Have the confidence to start and keep
going! Because if you can do it one, two, three times,
then you can do it all the time.

2) Relax! - Students become shy because they are too
nervous. Breathe and relax! If you are relaxed, the words
and ideas come easier (and it becomes fun too!)

3) Mistakes are OK! - Learning English and taking English
tests are different things. When it is learning time, making
mistakes is not a bad thing. In fact, you learn from the
mistakes you make. Use this chance to make ALL the
mistakes now and use them to keep improving yourself.

Q4:What message would you like to share with the
students at Watanabe Academy?

Learning any language is always a challenge. But you are
not alone in this challenge. All of us are here to help you
out in your English journey. So let’s do our best and nico-
nico as we learn :D
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| know you’re going to make it--

It may take time and hard work
You may become frustrated and
at times you'll feel like giving up.
Sometimes you may even wonder
if it’s really worth it.

But | have confidence in you,

and | know you’ll make it, if you try.
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Don’t ever give up your dreams
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