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GET TO KNOW

Dea%®

Q:Could you tell us a bit about yourself?

A: Hi! My name is Dea. I'm currently a second-year
master's student at the Institute of Science Tokyo. My
research focuses on urban air quality. By September
2025, | will have been living in Japan for two years.
Everything has been great so far, and | absolutely love it
here."

Q:What brings you to Japan, and what is
your main purpose here?

A: When | decided to pursue graduate studies, Japan was
my first choice. | had already traveled here a few times,
so | was familiar with—and drawn to—the culture: the rich
traditions, safe environment, and kind people. Even back
in the Philippines, | loved eating Japanese food! | also
wanted to learn the language. Of course, Japan’s
universities are world-class. Everything else—the culture,
language, people, and food—was a huge bonus."

Q:Do you have any tips or advice for our
students on improving their English skills?

A: Watch English TV shows! | grew up watching American
media—cartoons and reality shows like those on Disney
Channel, Nickelodeon, and Cartoon Network. You can
start with kids' cartoons since the pace is slower and the
vocabulary is simpler. Eventually, you’ll get used to the
words and pronunciation, and speaking English will start
to feel more natural.”

Q:What message would you like to share
with the students at Watanabe Academy?

A: | want the students to know that their hard work
and perseverance genuinely inspire me to keep
working on my Japanese. Seeing them push
through lessons—even when they’re tired or
struggling—is incredibly moving. It motivates me to
keep going, too. Learning a language is hard, but it
can also be fun and very fulfilling!
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You have powers
you never dreamed of.

You can do things you

never thought you could do.

There are no limitations in
what you can do except
the limitations in your own
minds as to what you
cannot do.

Don't think you cannot.

Think you can.

-Darwin P. Kingsley
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