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As you all known, | am currently in the United States on business. So, | am connecting with you
on Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 5:00 am to 8:00 am Boston time. And, this is why, you
may have noticed, that my room starts out very dark but at the end of the class, it is all
bright and sunny. Time difference is an amazingly mysterious phenomenon that | adore very
much.

During my flight from Haneda to Boston, | could not help but listen in on a conversation
between two media people who were going back to the US after covering the Tokyo Olympics.
Of course, they were comparing notes on what impressed them the most about Tokyo and
how wonderful they were managing the myriad of challenges of hosting such a big event
during COVID. Many mentions were positive but | was mostly drawn to their conversation about
how very few Japanese people spoke English. In a city so advanced and modern, they found it
mindboggling that the level of English proficiency was so low. They found that Hong Kong,
Seoul, and Shanghai no doubt were more advanced and business friendly than Tokyo. This
statement truly made my heart sink and my face flush from embarrassment because they
should know about MY students at Watanabe Academy.

If they had a chance to meet YOU, such a comment would never be made. You are diligent,
ambitious, and worthy of entering the spotlight that would highlight your abilities. BUT, until you
go on that stage, nobody will notice.

You are the next generation to represent Japan; a Japan that will be viewed as confident and
cosmopolitan worthy of its talented people. Your time to showcase your talent is really not
that far away. So, please continue your quest to improve your English and literacy skills.
Because, Japan really needs you more than every before.
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