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Last month, [ wrote about my business trip to the United States in January and how much of a
shock it was to be back in a country that looked and felt so different. Of course, COVID-19 had
changed its landscape. With social distancing, quarantines, and telework, the streets were devoid of
people, movement, and the friendly energy that is so American. Typically, the streets are full of
people waving to each other, smiling, and chatting. Starting a casual conversation with a person on
the street or at the store is part of social life. Shaking hands or hugging your friends, acquaintance,
or anyone you meet is part of etiquette and a symbol of how open and engaging you are with the
outside world. So, life is usually quite noisy in the US. Except, in January, the laughing and talking
were gone, and only silence remained. No more hugging. No more chatting. And, no more noise. With
more than 200,000 daily COVID-19 infection cases and close to 4400 deaths a day, everyone was just
trying to survive (CDC, January 2021).

After spending two weeks in survival mode myself, I was taken aback when I exited Haneda Airport.
A different world awaited me. The sun was shining. People were walking on the streets, and the
roads were full of cars. The movements of everyday life were palpable, and the sounds it generated
contrasted the silence that dominated life in the US.

Japan has suffered the consequences of COVID-19, and our livelihood has been challenged by its
evil hand. Yet, it is also apparent that the ocean has acted as our protector, and our wounds may not
be as deep. We may be hurt, but we are still strong, healthy, and energetic. As a country, we should
be one of the first to get back to work as citizens of our global society. The world needs us right now.
So, let’s get back to work!
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The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” —Eleanor Roosevelt
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