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BB A S E D R

Last week, I came back from a two-week business trip to the United States. Pre-COVID, these words
would have very little meaning, yet, with COVID-19, we live in a very different world. Today, our
plane tickets and passports are not enough to board the plane. Negative PCR test results less than 72
hours old and documents and forms proving that we are not sick are required. QR codes and printouts
from health departments add to the layers of protection implemented. Most of all, when going through
immigration, we face tough questions about why we need to travel. Since very few people go through

immigration, the officers take their time asking many questions repeatedly.

When entering the US, I had a very kind and understanding officer, but I saw a few worried
passengers taken to other rooms for further questioning. I do not know why the officers escorted them
or whether they entered the United States successfully. I can only assume that they failed to convey
the purpose of their visit in English because, unfortunately, during COVID, access to a translator is

limited.

The world has drastically changed during the past year, and how we travel, work, study, and plan
for our future has changed with it. In a way, our life has come to a standstill, waiting for the” go sign”

to return to normalcy.

So, what can we do while we wait at the “stop sign”? Well, of course, we can only prepare for what
awaits us post-COVID! Today is an opportune time to sharpen our skills and brighten our wit. We
should heighten our abilities and nourish our intellect. We need to build strength and stamina with
our eyes, observant for chances and opportunities that shall come. As Abraham Lincoln said, “I will

prepare, and someday my chance will come.” It is our time to prepare, and there is no time to waste.
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